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¶ Nutrient-rich wastewaters and wastes should be applied at agronomic rates on crops or pastures to pre-

vent contaminated runoff from entering surface water and contaminating groundwater. 

¶ It is recommended that a vegetative buffer be placed between areas where wastewater is applied or 
where wastes may be concentrated, such as an animal feeding areas or wastewater lagoons. These 
activities should be kept a maximum distance away from neighboring properties and surface water bod-
ies.   

¶ Arrange for a pre-application meeting with regulatory agencies prior to initiating a new agricultural activity. 

Getting to knowé The Waste Management Division 

The Waste Management Division consists of the Waste Compliance and Cleanup Department, and the 

Storage Tank Compliance Department. The Waste Compliance and Cleanup Department is made up of 

the Solid and Hazardous Waste section, the Small Quantity Generator program and the Petroleum 

Cleanup section.   

The Solid and Hazardous Waste section oversees the disposal of solid and/or hazardous wastes as gov-

erned by Chapter 1-7, Rules of the EPC which adopts by reference portions of Chapters 62-701(waste 

management), 62-709 (compost and yard waste) and 62-730 (hazardous waste), Florida Administrative 

Code. 

The state-mandated Small Quantity Generator (SQG) program is designed to educate potential genera-

tors of hazardous wastes about their legal responsibilities related to proper hazardous waste manage-

ment.  Staff meets on site with facility owners and provides guidance on how to comply with regulations 

in the easiest and most cost effective manner possible.  In addition to regulatory guidance, staff can also 

discuss possible Pollution Prevention (P2) opportunities that may exist at a facility.  

Most waste management and disposal practices require a permit, special care and handling, or are prohib-

ited. However, the agricultural community is provided several concessions known as normal farming op-

erations as long as Best Management Practices (BMPs) are used.   

 

Tips & Issuesé 

No solid waste permit is required for the following: 

¶ Open burning of black agricultural plastic (mulch), empty plastic pesticide containers, land clearing debris 

and other clean, non-treated wood 

¶ The on-site disposal of animal carcasses 

¶ The on-site disposal, composting, and reuse of vegetative crop wastes 

¶ The on-site composting and reuse of animal waste 

¶ The reuse of used oil as fuel in farming equipment 

The Petroleum Cleanup section works with agricultural interests in cleaning up petroleum contaminated 

sites that are eligible for state-funded assistance. Also, this section works closely with other departments 

and sections in the event that a discharge is discovered or occurs. Depending on the type of discharge, 

the Cleanup section will provide regulatory guidance and oversight until the site is rehabilitated or is re-

ferred to the FDEP. 

The Storage Tank and Compliance department deals with the regulations governing aboveground and un-

derground storage tanks (ASTs and USTs). Chapter 62-761, Florida Administrative Code, Petroleum Stor-

age Systems, establishes which ASTs and USTs are regulated. There are many exemptions for agricultural 

use tanks within the Rule.  Information on these exemptions may be obtained by contacting a staff mem-

ber of EPCõs Storage Tank Compliance department. 

Getting to Knowé The Air Management Division 

The mission of the Air Management Division is to protect public health, safety and welfare by the attain-

ment and maintenance of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards and by protecting the community 

from air and noise pollution.     

Open burning is of particular concern for our community because it releases particulate matter, carbon 

monoxide, hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxides and toxics into the atmosphere. These pollutants can cause 

difficulties in breathing and irritation to the respiratory system. The elderly, children and those with respi-

ratory conditions are most susceptible to the negative effects of air pollution. These findings, in conjunc-

tion with higher air pollution levels resulted in the EPC implementing Chapter 1-4, Rules of the EPC 

which placed a year-round, countywide prohibition on residential open burning.      

Although residential open burning has been prohibited for more than a decade, the EPC continues to is-

sue Open Burn authorizations for initial land clearing prior to commercial and residential development, as 

well as initial land clearing for agricultural purposes. The EPC receives many inquiries from residents with 

property zoned òagriculturaló wishing to burn residential yard waste. However, EPCõs Chapter 1-4 Rule 

prohibits burning yard waste, including agriculturally zoned property unless the property is being used for 

agricultural purposes (i.e. tree farm, pasture for grazing farm animals, etc.). Property owners are required 

to obtain an EPC Open Burn authorization for burning associated with initial land clearing for farming op-

erations.     

The Division of Forestry issues òmaintenanceó burn authorizations to farms after the one-time, initial land 

clearing burn authorization has been obtained from the EPC. This also includes the expansion of current 

farm operations adjacent to an existing farm.  Authorizations may be obtained by calling the Division of 

Forestry (DOF) at (863) 648-3160. 

 

Tips & Issuesé 

Farmers burning agricultural plastics, potting containers and waste pesticide containers should observe the fol-

lowing conditions: 

¶ DOF must be notified prior to burning any waste pesticide containers. 

¶ Polyethylene plastic is the only authorized plastic for burning (must be clean and dry). 

¶ Burning is allowed between 9 a.m. and one hour prior to sunset. 

¶ Burning shall not cause a nuisance, excessive smoke or odor. 

¶ Any burn must be under constant supervision with a means to extinguish on site. 

¶ Burn sites must meet specific setbacks from roads and occupied dwellings. 

¶ Open burning shall not take place when winds exceed 8 mph. 

¶ Burn piles are limited to 10 ft. in diameter and 5 ft. in height for agricultural plastics. 

¶ For additional information, please see Chapter 1-4.09, Open Burning Requirements, listed on our website.  

 

Agricul ture  

in  Your Community  

Balancing Agricultural Development and  
the Protection of Our Environment 

The EPC is pleased to provide the community with an Agricultural Liaison available  

to assist agricultural interests in their interaction with the EPC.  As a participant in 

the countyõs Agricultural Economic Development Committee, the liaison works 

with the public to promote the development of innovative solutions to the con-

cerns of the agricultural community.   

EPCõs Agricultural Liaison may be reached by calling  

813.627.2600 extension 1218.  


