
 

  -1- 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION 
OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

 

MEETING AGENDA 
DECEMBER 13, 2012 

9 a.m. 
 

Commissioner’s Board Room, County Center 2nd

601 East Kennedy Boulevard, Tampa, FL 
  Floor 

  
 
 
 
 
 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

REMOVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, or SEPARATE VOTE 
 

APPROVAL OF CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 

  I. 
   Three (3) Minutes Are Allowed for Each Speaker (unless the Commission directs differently) 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

II. 
   Summary of recent CEAC meeting by CEAC Chair 

CITIZENS’ ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

III. 
A. Approval of Minutes:  October 18, 2012  .................................................................... 3 
CONSENT AGENDA 

  B. Monthly Activity Reports – October & November 2012 ............................................. 7 
  C. Pollution Recovery Fund Report ............................................................................... 19 
  D. Gardinier Settlement Trust Fund Report .................................................................... 21 
  E. Legal Case Summary, December 2012 ...................................................................... 23 
  F. RESTORE Projects Update ....................................................................................... 27 
          

  IV. 
   A. Hillsborough’s Municipalities Permit Streamlining Efforts ...................................... 39  

AGENCY PROCESS IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

   B. E-Pay Update  ....................................................................................................... 41 
   C. EPSC and Feedback Group Update ........................................................................... 43  
 

  V. 
   PRF Funding Approval/Fertilizer Study Peer Review ...................................................... 45 

WATER MANAGEMENT DIVISION 

 

  VI. 
   Strategic Plan Presentation and Request for Feedback  .................................................... 47  

AGENCY STRATEGIC PLANNING 

 

 VII. 
   Executive Director’s Contract ........................................................................................... 53 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CONTRACT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any person who might wish to appeal any decision made by the Environmental Protection Commission regarding any matter considered at the forthcoming 
public hearing or meeting is hereby advised that they will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose they may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made which will include the testimony and evidence upon which such appeal is to be based. 
 

Visit our website at www.epchc.org 
An agency with values of environmental stewardship, integrity, honesty, and a culture of fairness and cooperation. 

EPC COMMISSIONERS 
Kevin Beckner, Chair 
Lesley “Les” Miller, Jr., Vice Chair 
Victor D. Crist 
Ken Hagan  
Al Higginbotham 
Sandra L. Murman 
Mark Sharpe 
 

Richard Garrity, PhD 
Executive Director 
 
Richard Tschantz, Esq. 
General Counsel 
  

http://www.epchc.org/�








































































RESTORE Act Ecosystem Restoration Project Proposals 
for consideration in the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council’s Comprehensive Plan 

2012 

Contact Information:  Laura Thorne, General Manager II 
Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) 
thornel@epchc.org 

Date of Submittal: 
10/1/2012 

Name of Project: Pollution Recovery Fund Org and Rank: EPC, 
5 

Project Description: The Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County’s 
Pollution Recovery Fund is governed by Chapter 1-9, Rules of the Environmental Protection 
Commission for the purpose of funding restoration of polluted areas, the mitigation of the effects 
of pollution and to otherwise enhance pollution control activities within Hillsborough county. 
Project Location: Tampa Bay and Hillsborough County, ~ 27.907319, -82.342915 
Responsible Party: EPC Partners: Organizations focused on the 

restoration, protection, and environmental 
education of Hillsborough County and Tampa 
Bay. 

NEP: TBEP Project Cost:$500,000 per yr. Dollars Needed: $500,000 per yr. 
Start: N/A Completion: N/A 
Status of Project Design and Permitting: On-going program. 
What Date or Year could Construction Feasibly Begin: N/A 

Your Proposed Timing of Funding (given permits, phasing, staging, etc.) 
FY 12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 Total 

        
Quantify Environmental Results and How to Measure Them: The Pollution Recovery Fund 
was established by Chapter 84-446, Laws of Florida as part of the enabling legislation that 
created the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County. Since then, over 
1200 acres of restoration has taken place through coastal upland and wetland habitat restoration, 
seagrass recovery, and living shorelines projects.  
Economic Benefits (including ecosystem services): The grant funds help to offset costs and, in 
many cases, leverage additional state and federal funding for projects involving various not-for-
profits, NGO’s, and private entities. 
Estimated number of Jobs Created or Preserved: 3 preserved. However, funding these 
projects also allows local businesses that apply (consulting, engineering, construction) create and 
maintain jobs in the critical small business sector.  
How much Habitat will be restored and conserved?: N/A 
Quantify pollutant reductions: N/A 
What living coastal/marine resources will be improved and by how much?:  N/A 
How will community resilience be enhanced? N/A 
Additional Justification: This program has typically funded 5 to 15 projects annually for 
restoration, plantings, environmental education, scientific research, remediation projects, and 
other pollution abatement or restoration related activities for over 20 years. Since the program is 
funded through administrative penalties, the amount collected each year can vary greatly. New 
projects have not been awarded since 2009 due to the economic downturn and a corresponding 
drop in development related enforcement activities.  Monies are being requested to offset the 



diminished funds in order to be able to administer the program and continue working with the 
many organizations, schools, non-profits, and private companies in the Tampa Bay area to 
restore critical habitats in Hillsborough County and Tampa Bay. 
Add any photos or maps that explain project: 
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